Neurosurgical checklists: a growing need.
The US health care system is currently undergoing a paradigm shift from pay-for-service toward pay-for-performance reimbursement, with a focus on quality measures and patient satisfaction. An important tool gaining increasing emphasis during the quality revolution is the surgical checklist. What was once perceived as an invasion of the practitioner's integrity is now a mainstay in all operating rooms, mandated by several national organizations. Although other fields have pioneered the checklist revolution, neurosurgery is now beginning to follow suit. The authors review the available published neurosurgical checklists and their early results on patient safety.